GRADE 8 | NEWSLETTER
August 31 - September 2, 2022

Welcome Letters
ANNOUNCEMENTS
LABOUR DAY: NO SCHOOL
Monday, September 5
There will be no classes on Monday, September 5th. Everyone, enjoy your day off!

UNIFORM POLICY
Junior High Girls:
Girls are required to wear a grey school abaya and a royal blue school hijab. Both are available for
purchase in the school.
Junior High Boys:
Monday through Thursday Boys are to wear their black uniform pants and grey uniform polo shirt (long
or short sleeve). On Fridays, Boys are to wear the blue uniform dress shirt and black tie, or a thob or
similar form of cultural clothing. If boys want to wear an extra layer, a school hoodie with the school
logo is permitted.
NOTE: ONLY SCHOOL HOODIES WITH SCHOOL LOGO ARE ALLOWED FOR ALL JUNIOR HIGH
STUDENTS.

Edmonton Islamic Academy
Vice Principal:
Ms. Bahja Mahmoud bahja.mahmoud@islamicacademy.ca
Assistant Principal: Mr. Yahia Dalloul
yahia.dalloul@islamicacademy.ca

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL / HIGH SCHOOL
Bahja Mahmoud // bahja.mahmoud@islamicacademy.ca
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, Assalamu Alaikum and welcome to the 2022/23 school year!
My name is Bahja Mahmoud and I am honoured to continue to serve you in the Assistant Principal role
for the Secondary Department. I look forward to working with Mr. Abougouche, Mr. Dalloul and all our
staff to provide a positive and safe learning environment and advance the students’ achievement. It is a
great pleasure to work with highly qualified teachers who are dedicated to the success of every student.
A little background about myself: I graduated from the University of Alberta in 2007 with a master
degree in chemistry. I also obtained a bachelor degree in Secondary Education with a major in
chemistry and a minor in mathematics from the same university. Also, I completed my master degree in
education in leadership and administration. This will be my eleven year at Edmonton Islamic Academy.
The students at the Academy are our future, and it takes all of us to be actively involved in their
education. Your role as a parent is essential in helping your son/daughter meet, or even exceed, the
expectations we have set for him/her. My door is always open. I can also be reached by email.
Jazakum Allah Khairan and have a wonderful year!

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL / JUNIOR HIGH
Yahia Dalloul // yahia.dalloul@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh,
Dear parents and students,
Welcome to another wonderful year at the Edmonton Islamic Academy. My name is Yahia Dalloul; I am
incredibly excited to serve as your Secondary Assistant Principal for the upcoming 2022-2023 school
year. Although I'm originally from Halifax, Nova Scotia, I was blessed to have the opportunity to settle
in Edmonton, Alberta. After completing my teaching degree at St. Francis Xavier University in
Antigonish, I was privileged with the opportunity to teach internationally in China, Qatar, and now,
here at EIA. This year will be my 13th year in the education field, with it being my 8th year at the
Edmonton Islamic Academy. Alhamdulillah!
Inshallah, we are aiming for a great start this year! I want to assure you that the leadership team and
staff are working incredibly hard to make this the best possible year for our students, and their families.
I am beyond excited to work with a wonderful group of secondary educators who represent the school
with class and integrity; your children are in great hands, inshallah.
Throughout the year, my focus will continue to be the health and safety of our students, staff, and
community. More importantly, my role this year will be to guide our staff in providing high quality
education to our students, within an Islamic environment. Inshallah, with communication and active
involvement from our teachers, parents, and myself, we will encourage our students to excel. If at any
time during the year you have and questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.
Once again, I look forward to working with you and your children this year. I pray to Allah (SWT) that I
serve you all with utmost honesty, sincerity and effort.
Jazaka Allah Khairan, and have a spectacular year!

ISLAMIC COORDINATOR
Imran Qureshi // imran.qureshi@islamicacademy.ca
Assalaamu alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuhu Dear Parents, Guardians, Students, and Families;
This 2021-2022 school year, I will be serving you as the Islamic coordinator. I am taking the
responsibility of Islamic studies, environment, Islamic leadership, initiatives, and activities.
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For my education background, I developed professional skill sets in I.T. in order to finance my
university; I attained a B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies, M.B.A in Community Economic Development,
and M.A. in Islamic Studies with a focus in Usul al-Din; and currently, I am completing my dissertation
on Islamic Education based on Usul al-Din. Professionally, I have worked, managed, and consulted at
multinational corporations, taught technology, business, and leadership at colleges before joining EIA.
Islamically, I have been conducting Youth Leadership Programs since 1997 with various organizations
across North America where we developed leadership, social responsibility, effective communication,
first followership, and much more inspired by Islamic fundamentals and civilization. The program has
been inclusive of interactive workshops; giving back to the community through active volunteerism;
and tarbiyyah through outdoor adventures, excursions, and night programs. Insha’Allah, I aim to bring
all of these activities to EIA families with your support.
Keep a lookout for announcements of Islamic leadership initiatives, which I will share through the
newsletter. I pray to Allah for the success of you and your family in this academic calendar, in the
future, and in the hereafter. You can always reach me by my email address.
Sincerely,
Imran Qureshi

ISLAMIC STUDIES 8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E
Khalid Yassin // khalid.yassin@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu 'alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,
My name is Mr. Yassin and I will be the grade 8 islamic studies teacher for this year Insha’Allah. This
will be a returning year for me at EIA and I'm looking forward to all the joys and experiences this year
has to offer.
To give a bit of background info about myself. I was born and raised here in Canada but have spent a
total of 8 years learning islamic knowledge overseas. I completed the memorization of the Quran as a
child in Yemen by the age of 12 and pursued islamic studies after finishing my first degree here in
Canada. While pursuing Islamic studies overseas I was given the opportunity to complete a master in
Islamic Jurisprudence before my return back to Canada. This is now my 6th year in teaching and I am
proud to serve it at EIA.
I would also communicate that I understand that the main reason EIA was the school of choice for most
students is for the islamic culture and environment fostered within these 4 walls. I proudly shoulder the
responsibility of ensuring that I maintain the islamic culture and environment to the best of my abilities
and ensure I am playing my part in making this school ISLAMIC and providing the knowledge and
guidance needed to the future generation. With that I ask you all by helping me in this goal and working
with me throughout this year, as islam is a collective responsibility and these students are a collective
amanah for us all.
May Allah SWT bless you and I look forward to getting to know all of you this year.
Sincerely,
Brother Khalid Yassin

RESOURCES
★
★
★
★
★

Grade 8A: enter the Remind code @8aisl
Grade 8B: enter the Remind code @8bisl
Grade 8C: enter the Remind code @8cisl
Grade 8D: enter the Remind code @8disl
Grade 8E:enter the Remind code @8eis

ARABIC COORDINATOR
Rabab Assaf // rabab.assaf@islamicacademy.ca
Asalamu aleekom w Rahmatu Allahi w Barakatu!
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My name is Rabab Assaf. I am very honored and excited to be part of the Edmonton Islamic Academy
this year. I asked Allah SWT to accept our efforts and grant us patience and success in this beautiful
journey.
This quote by Rita Mae inspires my teaching “Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where
its people come from and where they are going." Learning another language can open doors and take
you places that you never expected. Learning Foreign languages can open opportunities for both
personal and professional growth. In addition, investing in this skill is always a valuable decision for
our students.
Arabic is a fascinating and complex language with a rich history and beautiful script. I always look
forward to watching my students grow day by day.
Sincerely
Rabab Assaf.

ARABIC STUDIES JUNIOR HIGH
Sheikh Nazih Yafi // nazih.yafi@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu 'alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,
My name is Sheikh Nazih and I will be your child’s Arabic teacher this year Insha’Allah. I am very glad
to be teaching this year once again at EIA and I ask Allah SWT to grant us a school year filled with
success, sincerity, and many great learning opportunities.
As some of you may not know me, I would like to give you some information about my background. My
main focus throughout my life and my teaching career has been perfecting my recitation of the Qur’an
and passing on that knowledge to my students. I started studying as a child with my father and I
finished memorizing the Qur’an at 13 years old Alhamdulillah. Since then I have participated in many
national and international Qur’an competitions and I have earned several Ijazat. I also hold a Bachelor’s
Degree in Islamic Studies with a major in Qira’at from Jinan University in Lebanon.
I started teaching over a decade ago in Australia. I taught Arabic and Qur’an in many Islamic centers,
schools, and mosques, while also working as an Imam. When I moved to Canada five years ago, I
continued my work as a teacher and an Imam, and I also co-founded a Qur’an center in Montreal. My
goal this year Insha’Allah is to help my students continue to build their knowledge of the Arabic
language and to apply what they have learned to the study and memorization of the Qur’an and the
rules of recitation.
May Allah SWT bless you and I look forward to getting to know all of you this year.
Sincerely,
Sheikh Nazih Yafi

RESOURCES
★ Remind code: @ar-3
★ Google Classroom code: tzx2lh4

ARABIC STUDIES JUNIOR HIGH
Warda Nadjai // warda.nadjai@islamicacademy.ca
In the name of Allah, the most beneficent the most merciful
Dear parents, guardians, and students,
Assalamu alaikum Wa rahmatullahi Wa barakatuh,
My name is Ouarda (Warda) Nadjai. I praise Allah (SWT) who honored me with teaching
Qur’an, Arabic, and Islamic studies. My teaching career started right after graduation (2003) from the
Islamic University in Algeria (faculty of Qur’an and Hadith sciences). After coming to Canada, I
worked at Calgary Islamic school and Horizon Academy Institute (Calgary) as Qur’an, Arabic, and
Islamic studies teacher and at the same time I provided Islamic lessons to sisters in Calgary in different
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mosques and Musallas. It is my pleasure to be back to the EIA Arabic team after leaving it for a long
family visit! I have spent four of the most successful and fruitful teaching years here at EIA between the
years 2010 and 2016 alhamdulillah. I am So happy to be your child’s Arabic teacher for this academic
year inshallah. I ask Allah (SWT) to help me share my experience as an Arabic teacher with you and
your child in a positive and interesting way.
I believe in great communication between teachers, students, and parents. It is all possible and
beneficial when everybody shares responsibility and care. Therefore, I aim to include every student in
the learning process and I really appreciate the involvement of parents whenever possible. Together
inshallah we will make learning achievable and enjoyable.
More details about the Arabic program for the year 2022\2023 will be shared with you as soon
as possible inshallah.
Your questions, concerns, and feedback will certainly play a significant role at improving the
learning experience of your child. So please feel free to share your advice for this sake.

Warmest Salams,
Warda Nadjai

ARABIC STUDIES JUNIOR HIGH
Karine Kheireddine // karine.kheireddine@islamicacademy.ca

﷽
Dear parents, guardians and beloved students,
I hope this letter finds you and your family well and enjoying the excitement of another amazing
academic year! Allow me to express how thrilled I am to be your Arabic teacher and have you in my
class!
Being originally from Lebanon, it is heartwarming to carry my beloved mother language overseas
and use it as a tool to benefit our students to the fullest. Having started my teaching journey at the age
of 18, I have taught at UN organizations and undergone various trainings related to active learning, test
design, classroom management and much more. Moreover, I’m a firm believer in keeping an open line
of communication between home and school. After all, we have a very unique interest in common,
which is your child! You are my eyes and ears at home. Saying this, if you notice your child struggling
please encourage them to ask any question either during or after class.
As for you my beloved students, you are the spring of knowledge, learning and the hope of an entire
generation. You are the builders of the future, so build very well! Likewise, always remember that
having access to a good education changes lives; it means dreams and hopes… being fulfilled!
In a nutshell I conclude with one of my favorite verses from the holy Quraan, ‘ [ ’ َوقُل َّر ِّب ِزدْ نِي عِ ْل ًماsurah
Ta-Ha; 20:114] "My Lord, increase me in knowledge". Asking the almighty to empower you with the ability
to fulfill your hopes and aspirations towards more success and progress!
Sincerely,
Miss Karine Kheireddine

ENGLISH 8A, 8B, 8C,8D, 8E
Hoda Tarrabain // hoda.tarrabain@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu Alaikum Parents, Guardians, and Fabulous EIA students;
I’d like to take a minute to introduce myself, even though I am honoured to say that I already know
many of you. My name is Hoda Assaf Tarrabain and I will be teaching Grade 8 English at EIA, In Sha
Allah. I was born and raised in Edmonton. I graduated from the University of Alberta this past year
(2022) with a Bachelor of Education Degree majoring in English, and minoring in Spanish. I have a love
for language, literature, linguistics, and Psychology.
I successfully completed three practicums in three different school districts. The first being in a Catholic
Junior High school, teaching grade 7 & 9 English, in St.Albert. The second in Paul Kane High School,
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teaching grade 10,11, and 12 English, also in St.Albert. And the last practicum was completed in Steele
Heights Junior High School, in Edmonton, teaching grade 8 & 9 English as well as a range of subjects to a
group of students in a “Strategies Program” which offered them small group assistance enabling them to
be successful learners in a regular classroom.
Growing up in the beautiful north side of this amazing city, I was able to meet and befriend many
amazing people from diverse backgrounds. However, not many have had the same privilege. This made
me realize that in order to move away from an ethnocentric mentality we need to interact with more
people that have different ways of thinking than ourselves.
I am cognizant of the fact that we all, as lifelong learners, bring a range of experiences, cultural
traditions, languages and dialects to the table as we learn and interact with one another. I encourage all
students, and parents to widen their circle, get to know someone from a different ethnic background,
someone that lived in a different part of the world, spoke a different language, and ate different foods.
Another extremely powerful way to broaden our scope of knowledge in regards to different ways of
being, is to read more. In Sha Allah this will be one of my goals this year – to try to get my students, your
kids, to read more.
Inshallah, together, we will raise an empathetic, respectful, and open minded generation.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me via email @ hoda.tarrabain@islamicacademy.ca or by phoning
EIA @ 780- 454 - 4573.
Warm Regards,
Hoda A. Tarrabain, B.Ed

SOCIAL STUDIES 8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E
Kassia Zahoui // kassia.zahoui@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu Alaikum parents, guardians, and students!
I am delighted to be welcoming you back for the upcoming school year! My name is Miss. Kassia Zahoui,
and I am excited to be welcoming you and your children to my class. For those of you unfamiliar with
me, this is my sixth year at the Edmonton Islamic Academy, having taught a range of courses. This
upcoming school year, I am excited to be teaching Social Studies 8, Social Studies 10-1, and High School
Options, Insha’Allah.
Alhamdulillah, I have been blessed with the opportunity to return to an institution that had a heavy
hand in shaping my childhood. As an alumnus of the Edmonton Islamic Academy, I am devoted to
providing the same type of guidance, care, and love that I was given in my youth by this very school.
After leaving the academy, I graduated from the University of Alberta with a Bachelor’s degree in
Education in 2015 with a major in Social Studies, and a minor in English Language Arts. Currently, I am
working to complete my Master’s Degree in Secondary Education from the University of Alberta.
As a humanities teacher, my aim is to have my students think critically about the world we live in, and
how they can engage in active, responsible citizenship. Social Studies resonates deeply with our
obligations as Muslims, and I do my best to have my classroom serve as a testament to that. Principles
such as respecting and celebrating diversity, maintaining the dignity of all people, contributing
positively to our communities, and serving as stewards of the earth are heavily emphasized both in my
class environment and throughout course content. I am also committed to lifelong learning and aim to
encourage my students to continuously engage in learning, both in and out of the classroom.
Throughout the year, we will be working to develop and strengthen many skills. Particularly, there will
be an emphasis on learning to analyze and critique various sources, reading comprehension, persuasive
writing, and conducting research. We will work to develop these skills through assessments ranging
from a variety of in-class activities, assignments, and projects.
I recognize the immense trust you have placed in us to educate and nurture your children, and would
like to assure you that it is not a responsibility I take lightly. I am devoted to providing a space for your
children to grow and thrive over the course of the year, and look forward to working with you to
achieve that goal. If you have any questions or concerns, I can be reached by Remind (see code below)
or Email.
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Insha’Allah a safe and successful school year ahead!
Jazakum Allahu Khairan,
Miss. Kassia Zahoui

RESOURCES
★ Google Classroom Code: pwtaeil
★ Remind: @zahouiss8

MATH 8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E
Hiba Azzam // hiba.azzam@islamicacademy.ca
Alsalam Alikum Wa Rahamat Allah dear parents and guardians,
It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself as your child's Mathematics Teacher for the Academic
Year 2022/2023. My name is Mrs. Hiba Azzam. I hold an Alberta Teaching Certificate and have
graduated with a Bachelor of Education (with Distinction) from the University of Alberta (2010). I also
hold a Bachelor of Science degree from Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada (1998). I have been in the
teaching profession for over 20 years teaching various subjects to various grades, including Junior high.
I feel very fortunate to be part of the EIA family and I am looking forward to a rewarding and exciting
year.
Teaching your child is a privilege that I take very seriously. My mission is to provide a loving, safe, and
personal learning environment for each student in my classroom. As students enter into my classroom,
they will feel welcome, respected, appreciated, and secure. It will be an atmosphere of warmth, support,
and genuine care. I would like to instill in my students the love of learning. I want them to become
life-long learners, responsible, respectable, and productive citizens of their school and community. I will
challenge all students to reach their highest potential and strive for academic excellence.
Working together as a team, we can motivate, encourage, and enhance your child's learning experience
this year. I am looking forward to meeting and working with you. I will contact parents regularly via
emails, PowerSchool, and our newsletter. I would like to use "Remind" as a means of communication
outside of school hours. Remind is an app that can be downloaded for free from the App store. Once
you download the Remind App, to join the class please enter the code that corresponds with your
classroom
Grade 8A: enter the Remind code @eia8amath
Grade 8B: enter the Remind code @eia8bmath
Grade 8C: enter the Remind code @eia8cmath
Grade 8D: enter the Remind code @eia8dmath
Grade 8E:enter the Remind code @eia8emath
I encourage all parents to sign up as I will be sending the daily homework and announcements on
"Remind". I also have Google Classroom where you find materials and assessments posted for the
course. To join Google classroom please click on the link:
Grade 8 (A, B, C, D, E): https://classroom.google.com/c/NDk3MTcwMzg5MTA5?cjc=5wijogo
Please feel free to contact me with any comments, questions, or concerns by either phoning the EIA
main number at 780- 454 - 4573 or by sending an e-mail message to: hiba.azzam@islamicacademy.ca
Thank you for your time, involvement, and support
Respectfully,
Hiba R. Azzam, B.Sc., B. Ed.
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SCIENCE 8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 8E
Saadiq Good // saadiq.good@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu 'alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh Dear Parents and Guardians,
My name is Saadiq Good (Mr.Good) and I am very excited to be your Grade 8 Science teacher for the
upcoming 2022-2023 school year. A little about myself : I was born in MontréaI and raised in Edmonton,
where I spent most of my life attending school in a francophone setting. I really enjoy basket-ball and all
kinds of sports and I am a huge fan of all sorts of sneakers. After high school, I made the decision to
pursue a degree in Secondary Education Major in General Sciences and Minor in Physics, as I quickly
realized the need for representation in education spaces. Being Black and Muslim, I feel I am able to
bring a unique perspective and share experiences with students and colleagues. I graduated from the
University of Alberta, Campus Saint-Jean in Dec 2021 and I am looking forward to bringing my expertise
to this beautiful school.
It is a great privilege for me to come teach in a Muslim Instution and guide our next generations
towards success, while being around a blessed environnement which is Islam. I firmly believe in
engaging in sincere dialogue that promotes critical thinking, compassion and humanity above all else. I
am thankful that through my teaching experience, I have been able to connect with students through
such validating conversations and sharing circles.
I am looking forward to meeting you all! Feel free to contact me for any comments, questions or
concerns at saadiq.good@islamicacademy.ca
● Remind Code: @good25
● Google Classroom: uv5esuu
Jazakallahu Kheyr,
Saadiq Good B.Ed

PHYSICAL EDUCATION GIRLS
Shanya Shwetz <shanya.shwetz@islamicacademy.ca>
Hello and welcome back! This is my second year teaching at EIA and I couldn’t be more excited to be
back in the classroom and starting the new year. Following High School I was lucky enough to receive a
full ride scholarship to play Varsity Women's Hockey where I obtained my Bachelor of Science Degree at
MacEwan University. Realizing I had a passion for coaching and teaching I returned to the classroom
where I received a two year After Degree in Education. Throughout my academic journey I have been
honoured to explore many opportunities that athletics has allowed me to have. Currently I am a coach
with the Provincial U18 Team Alberta Female team that will compete at Hockey Canada's Nationals mid
November. I am also a coach with the U18 Elite Female Hockey team here in Edmonton that helps Elite
female student athletes find athletic scholarships across North America.
Promoting both healthy minds and a healthy lifestyle is something that I am passionate about and look
forward to sharing with my students here at the Edmonton Islamic Academy. My goal is to create a safe
learning environment where each student feels safe to explore and ask questions regarding their
health. Physical Education is about learning to live a healthy lifestyle. It is my goal to help the female
students here at EIA find joy in physical activity, promote asking questions that can help develop a
healthy lifestyle while exploring the opportunity to be leaders within the classroom. Please feel free to
contact me through email if you have any questions!

RESOURCES
★ Remind: @sspegr8

PHYSICAL EDUCATION BOYS
Billal Hajji // billal.hajji@islamicacademy.ca
Salaam alaikum,
My name is Billal Hajji. I will be returning for my fourth year at EIA as the Boys Secondary Physical
Education teacher and will be looking over the Athletic Program for this upcoming year. Little bit about
me; I completed my bachelor degree from the University of Alberta, Campus Saint-Jean with Distinction
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in 2019. It is a great privilege for me to come back to the school and be able to share my passion for
sports and health with the students. I will strive to offer a positive and safe learning environment for
each student by listening closely to their needs and Feedback. This year, we will go through a range of
different sports and activities that will help them acquire a variety of strengths that would lead them to
reach their goals and individual potential. We will emphasize the importance of health and the benefits
of an active lifestyle but also the science that goes behind it. The objective is to build strong characters,
healthy individuals and awareness of their spiritual and physical bodies. Students are going to be
leaders and are going to play a primary role in their learning process. I strongly encourage discussions
and teamwork to have a more practical aspect and to be able to explore the different faces of a subject.
The keywords for success in this course are going to be: positive attitude, respect, participation, effort
and growth mindset.
I am looking forward to meeting you! Feel free to contact me for any comments, questions or concerns
at billal.hajji@islamicacademy.ca
● Remind Code: @eiape8
● Google Classroom: bnhknso
Sincerely,
Billal Hajji

TOPICS
➔ Introduction and cross-country

IMPORTANT DATES
❖ None

RESOURCES
★ Remind Code: @eiape8
★ Google Classroom: bnhknso

HEALTH 8A, 8B
Reem Skeik // reem.skeik@islamicacademy.ca
Assalam Alaikum Dear Parents and Guardians,
May Allah in His infinite mercy bless you beyond your expectations, and may His light shine in your life
and the hereafter.
As the new school year gets underway, I would like to formally introduce myself. My name is Reem
Skeik (Ms. Reem), and I’m very happy to be at the Edmonton Islamic Academy as part of the Junior High
team, teaching Grade 7 Islamic Studies and Health.
My journey began at the University of Alberta, where I completed my Bachelor’s in science, followed by
a Master’s in Science. I have had the privilege of working with young learners for the past 10 years at
MacEwan University, and to this day. That is where my passion for teaching flourished. This is also
where I concurrently embarked on a new journey, delving deeper into my Islamic roots and Muslim
identity. I began to realize the significant amount of positive influence a teacher can have on students
and their enjoyment of learning and wanted to offer the same experience to Muslims wanting to learn
more about themselves and truly feel connected to Islam. And this feeling only amplified once I became
a mother, raising a young Muslim child. And so, I enrolled in Islamic Studies at the International Open
University and became involved in several community outreach programs and professional
development workshops, including leading a sister’s Halaqa at Al-Rashid Mosque for the past 3 years.
All these opportunities have helped shape my teaching practices as a teacher, and I am grateful that my
journey has led me to this point in time, and that Allah SWT has awarded me the opportunity to be a
part of a lifelong learning journey of an even younger group of learners. And I look forward to working
closely with the students as well as alongside you dear parents and guardians, as a strong team that will
help lead your young ones to a bright and blessed future ahead.
I ultimately hope that my passion for teaching will ignite a similar passion, and appreciation for Islam
in my students, and allow them to reflect positively on their experiences moving forward in life, as I
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have reflected positively on my experiences as a student and a teacher. My students always offer me a
unique learning experience, and I hope to offer them the same in return.
You may contact me by email at:
reem.skeik@islamicacademy.ca
Jazakom Allah Khairan

RESOURCES
★ Remind code for 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D & 7E: @hsjh8ab
★ Google Classroom code: @bcw7y26

HEALTH 8C, 8D, 8E
Khalid Yassin // khalid.yassin@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu 'alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh,
My name is Mr. Yassin and I will be the grade 8 islamic studies teacher for this year Insha’Allah. This
will be a returning year for me at EIA and I'm looking forward to all the joys and experiences this year
has to offer.
To give a bit of background info about myself. I was born and raised here in Canada but have spent a
total of 8 years learning islamic knowledge overseas. I completed the memorization of the Quran as a
child in Yemen by the age of 12 and pursued islamic studies after finishing my first degree here in
Canada. While pursuing Islamic studies overseas I was given the opportunity to complete a master in
Islamic Jurisprudence before my return back to Canada. This is now my 6th year in teaching and I am
proud to serve it at EIA.
I would also communicate that I understand that the main reason EIA was the school of choice for most
students is for the islamic culture and environment fostered within these 4 walls. I proudly shoulder the
responsibility of ensuring that I maintain the islamic culture and environment to the best of my abilities
and ensure I am playing my part in making this school ISLAMIC and providing the knowledge and
guidance needed to the future generation. With that I ask you all by helping me in this goal and working
with me throughout this year, as islam is a collective responsibility and these students are a collective
amanah for us all.
May Allah SWT bless you and I look forward to getting to know all of you this year.
Sincerely,
Brother Khalid Yassin

LSH
Saadiq Good // saadiq.good@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu 'alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh Dear Parents and Guardians,
My name is Saadiq Good (Mr.Good) and I am very excited to be your Grade 8 Science teacher for the
upcoming 2022-2023 school year. A little about myself : I was born in MontréaI and raised in Edmonton,
where I spent most of my life attending school in a francophone setting. I really enjoy basket-ball and all
kinds of sports and I am a huge fan of all sorts of sneakers. After high school, I made the decision to
pursue a degree in Secondary Education Major in General Sciences and Minor in Physics, as I quickly
realized the need for representation in education spaces. Being Black and Muslim, I feel I am able to
bring a unique perspective and share experiences with students and colleagues. I graduated from the
University of Alberta, Campus Saint-Jean in Dec 2021 and I am looking forward to bringing my expertise
to this beautiful school.
It is a great privilege for me to come teach in a Muslim Instution and guide our next generations
towards success, while being around a blessed environnement which is Islam. I firmly believe in
engaging in sincere dialogue that promotes critical thinking, compassion and humanity above all else. I
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am thankful that through my teaching experience, I have been able to connect with students through
such validating conversations and sharing circles.
I am looking forward to meeting you all! Feel free to contact me for any comments, questions or
concerns at saadiq.good@islamicacademy.ca
Jazakallahu Kheyr,
Saadiq Good B.Ed

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Shanya Shwetz // shanya.shwetz@islamicacademy.ca
Hello and welcome back! This is my second year teaching at EIA and I couldn’t be more excited to be
back in the classroom and starting the new year. Following High School I was lucky enough to receive a
full ride scholarship to play Varsity Women's Hockey where I obtained my Bachelor of Science Degree at
MacEwan University. Realizing I had a passion for coaching and teaching I returned to the classroom
where I received a two year After Degree in Education. Throughout my academic journey I have been
honoured to explore many opportunities that athletics has allowed me to have. Currently I am a coach
with the Provincial U18 Team Alberta Female team that will compete at Hockey Canada's Nationals mid
November. I am also a coach with the U18 Elite Female Hockey team here in Edmonton that helps Elite
female student athletes find athletic scholarships across North America.
Promoting both healthy minds and a healthy lifestyle is something that I am passionate about and look
forward to sharing with my students here at the Edmonton Islamic Academy. My goal is to create a safe
learning environment where each student feels safe to explore and ask questions regarding their
health. Physical Education is about learning to live a healthy lifestyle. It is my goal to help the female
students here at EIA find joy in physical activity, promote asking questions that can help develop a
healthy lifestyle while exploring the opportunity to be leaders within the classroom. Please feel free to
contact me through email if you have any questions!

RESOURCES
★ Google Classroom: wxqimzi
★ canva.com
★ pixlr.com

FOODS
Mohamed Dahrouge // mohamed.dahrouge@islamicacademy.ca
As-Salamu Alaikum, Parents and Guardians,
In the name of Allah, the most Beneficent and Merciful, we will commence this 2022-2023 school year.
Although I have had the pleasure of meeting most parents the last couple of years, I would like to take
this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Mohamed Dahrouge, and I will be the 8C homeroom
teacher for the duration of the 2020-2021 school year. I will be teaching Social Studies in both grades 10
and 11, and will also be teaching Foods and Business classes as options this year.
I graduated from MacEwan University with a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce, majoring in Management
in 2015 and spent the next two-plus years working in the non-profit sector with at-risk youth at what
used to be known as the Youth Emergency Shelter, now known as Youth Empowerment Support
Services. During this work period, I returned to school and ultimately graduated from the University of
Alberta in 2019 with a Bachelor’s degree in Education, majoring in Social Studies and minoring in the
CTS cluster with a focus on Business, Finance, and Information Technology. I began my teaching career
in 2019 at the Edmonton Islamic Academy where I taught grades 7 and 8 Social Studies. Alongside
teaching, I have also served as the basketball coach for the junior and senior girls’ teams at the Junior
High level.
As a student and athlete for the majority of my life, I believe that every student plays an integral role in
the overall function of the classroom. Playing competitive hockey for several years allowed me to
appreciate the concept of “all for one, and one for all”, and I strive to implement this as an educator –
not only for the students but for myself as well. I believe that putting students in the best positions to
succeed is important to overall student growth and fulfillment. Incorporating numerous teaching
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strategies to meet a child’s individual needs can be challenging, but every student has his or her own
unique set of learning characteristics, and it’s my job as an educator to make them as comfortable as
possible in the classroom and to bring the best out of them. In my classroom, learning to work as a
member of a group and applying concepts at a high level is something students can come to expect from
my lessons. I will do everything I can to guide students and work with them as a teacher, not a director,
and believe we can achieve amazing things together.
May Allah bless us in making this year successful, and may Allah bless us in working together to
overcome this virus that has taken a toll on our society. I look forward to working together with you so
that your child may grow as an overall human being in a nurturing Islamic environment. I encourage
all parental involvement in your child’s learning. If you’re ever needing to contact me, please do not
hesitate to leave a message at the school by calling 780-454-4573 or emailing me at
mohamed.dahrouge@islamicacademy.ca whenever you have concerns or questions regarding your
child.

DRAMA
Nadine Kassab // nadine.kassab@islamicacademy.ca
Assalamu Alaykum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh Parents and Guardians,
It is with great honor that I introduce myself as the Social Studies and Drama educator of the
Edmonton Islamic Academy for the 2021-2022 school year. My name is Nadine Kassab. I graduated from
the University of Alberta with a Bachelor's Degree in Secondary Education. However, I do not plan to
stop there! I will continue my education journey by attaining my Master’s Degree in Education while
specializing in school counseling. My ultimate career goal is to be an assistant principal, or school
counsellor, therefore I can assist and guide students through their academic journey. In addition to my
Education background I have spent time as a Resilience Family Support worker with Alta Care
Resources where I assessed and facilitated families into creating goals and strategies to reproduce
balance back in their homes. I have gained much experience in building relationships, observing the
needs of youth in their education, and attaining knowledge on youth psychology. I was born and raised
in Edmonton, completed my introductory field experience at Killarney Junior High School and my
advanced field experience at Archbishop O’Leary High School. As a youth I have attained multiple
EMAAN awards for my academic achievement in honors and several Merit and Service awards for
leadership work I have executed in prior schools and communities. I come from a background with
much involvement in youth education and at a young age is when I began to recognize my career path
as an educator, for I was heavily involved in tutoring, study buddy, and leadership programs. I find
pleasure in volunteering my time to fundraisers such as the Islamic Family and Social Services
Associate, Stollery Hospital, and Edmonton Humane Society. Also, I enjoy going to the theater to watch
plays, or musicals and I like to spend time reading!
I have a large passion for teaching and believe in embracing the roots of each individual student under
my tuition and use this to students’ advantage by producing an inclusive classroom through building
upon their identities, proficiencies, interests, and understandings. As a result, my prospect is to help
students engage, retain, and connect with educational material to become striving intellectuals in their
society. I plan to create a classroom environment where your child will feel safe, respected, and know
that the teacher is there to help them to achieve success. I aim to do that by building relationships with
the youth and creating connections between their interest and curriculum material. I am very excited
and eager to teach your children for the remainder of the year!
I highly believe in collaborative work with colleagues and members of the community such as parents. I
invite you to contact me anytime you have any questions by calling the school at 780-454-4573, or email.

STEAM
Ash Thompson // ash.thompson@islamicacademy.ca
As-Salamu Alaikum, Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to a new school year EIA! This is my second year with the school after completing my
advanced field experience within these walls three years ago. My BEd is in Social Studies with a CTS
Minor. Teaching is not my first career. I was a manager for a company called Futureshop that some of
you may remember. I also spent significant time working in construction and the Oil and gas industry.
My background prior to returning to school as an older student was primarily in tech and industrial
sales however. I spent a decade teaching clients to use and understand the products they purchased,
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while training sales teams to do the same. I have also been part of the team for a few different sports
media related start-ups, working as a writer, editor, and site runner. I am the EIA’s STEAM coordinator,
and I am looking forward to working with the teachers of the school to further integrate the use of
technology into their lessons and find new opportunities for the students to grow their tech-skills across
all subjects.
If they choose STEAM class, students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of topics that they
find interesting, particularly subjects related to technology. Coding, 3D modelling, robotics, audio/video
production, website design, and construction are among the different types of projects that students will
have the option of completing in this class. Essentially, anything that can be done in the school’s STEAM
room that does not already have its own class can be chosen by the student for a project. They will
complete two projects per semester and explore subjects that they have personal interest in.

Respectful, Responsible, and Successful Leaders and Contributors

12

